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When he had said this, he breathed his last. The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said,
“Surely this was a righteous man.” When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took
place, they beat their breasts and went away. But all those who knew him, including the women who had
followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

Hymn #260 Were You There? Omit last verse
The removal of the Word

Shadow of Burial Pastor Charles

Luke 23:50-56

Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, who had not
consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea, and he himself was
waiting for the kingdom of God. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body. Then he took it down, wrapped it in
linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. It was Preparation
Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph
and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then they went home and prepared spices and
perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.

Hymn #261 What Wondrous Love is This
Silent Meditation
Christ Candle Re-enters

Sending Out

Leader: Go in peace. May Jesus Christ, who for our sake became obedient
unto death, even death on a cross, keep you and strengthen you this night and forever.
Amen.

Going Forth

All depart in silence, except those remaining to pray.

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP

The Tenebrae Service of Shadows - 7:00 pm
March 29, 2024

“Tenebrae” is a Latin word meaning “darkness” or “shadows.” The Tenebrae service is practiced by many
Protestant Churches and is their adaption of the medieval Roman Catholic practice of services each day during
Holy Week. The tradition dates to the 9t century. For most Protestant denominations, this service is held on
Good Friday, and includes the “stripping” of the chancel.

From Calvin’s Institute on Christian Worship, we read these words, “Tenebrae is a prolonged meditation on
Christ’s suffering. Readings trace the story of Christ’s passion, music portrays his pathos, and the power of
silence and darkness suggests the drama of this momentous day. As lights are extinguished, we ponder the
depth of Christ’s suffering and death; we remember the cataclysmic nature of his sacrifice as we hear the
overwhelming sound of the “strepitus”- the slamming of the Book shut; and through the return of the small but
persistent flame of the Christ candle at the conclusion of the service, we anticipate the joy of ultimate victory.

*Those who are able, please stand.

Prelude Christ Be Our Light Bernadette Farrell
Gaye Currier — Soloist (Verses) arr. Stephen DeCesare
Chorus (All Sing)

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Welcome and Call to Worship Pastor Rob
Leader: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
People: Amen
Leader: Blessed be the name of the Lord our God,
People: who redeems us from sin and death.
Leader: For us and for our salvation, Christ became obedient unto death,
even death on a cross.
All: Blessed be the name of the Lord.

The Shadow of Agony: Peter Reed
Luke 22:39-46

Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. On reaching the place, he said to
them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt
down and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” An

angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly,
and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. When he rose from prayer and went back to the
disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and
pray so that you will not fall into temptation.”

Hymn #674 I Need Thee Every Hour stanzas 1-3, 5
The removal of the Chalace



The Shadow of Betrayal Stacy McClelland

Luke 22:47-53

While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, was
leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man
with a kiss?” When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our

swords?” And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. But Jesus
answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief
priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that
you have come with swords and clubs? Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a
hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.”

Hymn # 248 Ah, Holy Jesus
The removal of the Plate

stanzas 1, 2, & 4

The Shadow of Denial Clay Haskins
Luke 22:54-62

Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a
distance. And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together,
Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and
said, “This man was with him.” But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. A little later someone
else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” “Man, I am not!” Peter replied.

About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” Peter replied,
“Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned
and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster
crows today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.

Hymn #247 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
The removal of the Pulpit Parament

Shadow of Accusation Chuck Rouse
Luke 22:66-23:10

At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and the teachers of the law, met
together, and Jesus was led before them. “If you are the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.” Jesus answered, “If I tell
you, you will not believe me, and if I asked you, you would not answer. But from now on, the Son of Man will be

seated at the right hand of the mighty God.” They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” He replied, “You
say that I am.” Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.”
Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. And they began to accuse him, saying, “We have found
this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.” So,
Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” “You have said so,” Jesus replied. Then Pilate announced
to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.” But they insisted, “He stirs
up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here.” On hearing
this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. When he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent
him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because
for a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him
perform a sign of some sort. He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief
priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him.

Special Song When Jesus Wept
Quartet: Jill Kutsch/Tom Drick/Grant Sitler/Susan Sitler
The removal of the Royal Draping

William Billings
arr. Peter Paul Olejar

Shadow of Mockery Andrew Reed

Luke 23:11-25

Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to
Pilate. That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been enemies. Pilate called together
the chief priests, the rulers and the people, and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting
the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against
him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death.
Therefore, I will punish him and then release him.” But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release
Barabbas to us!” (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.)
Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”
For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no
grounds for the death penalty. Therefore, I will have him punished and then release him.” But with loud shouts
they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. So, Pilate decided to grant their
demand. He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they
asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will.

Special Song Via Dolorosa
Sherry Thomas — Soloist
The Extinguishing of the Christ Candle

Bill Sprague and Niles Borop
arr. Stephen DeCesare

Shadow of Crucifixion Larry Mobley
Luke 23:26-43

As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put
the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large number of people followed him, including
women who mourned and wailed for Him. Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not
weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are
the childless women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!” Then “they will say to the
mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” For if people do these things when the tree is green, what
will happen when it is dry?” Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When
they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the
other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided
up his clothes by casting lots. The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He
saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” The soldiers also came up and
mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” There was
a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. One of the criminals who hung there
hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him.
“Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are
getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
paradise.”

Hymn #252 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
The Draping of the Cross in Black

Shadow of Death Pastor Rob
Luke 23:44-49

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, for the sun
stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into
your hands I commit my spirit.”



