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UvLiracfes are not in contradiction to nature. <Jney are onfy in
contradiction vdtfiwKat we Know of nature. - Saint Augustine
The word "plague" [maggephah'] literally means "a blow or stroke."
Surprisingly, it rarely appears in the book of Exodus. Only in 9:14 and 11:1 is
it used as a noun. (In 8:2 it's a verb: "I will plague your whole country....")
Usually such events are described as being "signs" or "wonders."

NOW vs. THEN
"In the Bible, the meaning of the word 'miracle' differs from our
conception of miracle as a disruption of natural law."1
• A miracle in the minds of the ancient Hebrews may seem to us as
nothing more than a common event. Thus, today most people too
often view signs and miracles as simply supernatural events. Our
western mind-set tends to put these concepts into boxes: it's either
"natural" or "supernatural." But to ancient peoples, God sustained
his creation every day—"his will is expressed in a natural event,
whether it be the coming of the spring rains or the birth of a child."2
•

Such events demonstrate God's faithfulness to us, because "God
uses His own creation, that which occurs in nature...to achieve divine
purpose; in this case, to deliver Israel and make God's power known
in Egypt and throughout the world."3

Therefore, any common event occurring at a certain time or in a certain
manner, and which instills meaning for God's people—THAT is
divine intervention. The event doesn't have to nullify natural law
to be a wonderful or s/'q/iificant testament to God's presence.
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DEATH OF FIRST-BOR

-Nile turned into blood [Ex. 7: 14-25]
(READ EX. 7:20-21}
Pharaoh was probably coming to the Nile for religious
devotions or to bathe. By showing himself to his subjects in daily
life, he demonstrated that he cared for them as their god.
Pharaoh IS the supreme god on earth to his people, and he
knows that—as the saying goes, "Whoever controls the Nile
controls Egypt." Pharaoh thinks he does; God is to prove him
wrong.
• "changed into blood"—not just blood-colored or reddish. The
Nile does turn a brownish red in the late summer and fall,
which is caused by silt being deposited upstream. But this was
different and more shocking:
o Pharaoh and his servants saw the water change color
(vs 17, 20), whereas silting gradually discolors rivers.
o Normally, silting doesn't kill fish, but this did (vs 18,21).
o Silting was common on the Nile and did not produce
an odor. This time it "will stink," possibly from the
rotting dead fish.
o The Nile River itself was an Egyptian deity. It was
famed for its sweet fragrance, as revealed in the
ancient pagan work "Hymn of the Nile."

— Frogs [Ex. 8:1-15]
{READ EX. 8:13-15}
Egyptians would
have associated frogs
with their goddess Heka,
who assisted women in childbirth.
Frogs were considered sacred and,
therefore, were not to be killed.
However, to have them running amuck
would have been horrendous to Egyptians, who were
noted in the ancient world for their cleanliness.5

-Gnats [Ex. 8:16-19]
Most Bibles use the word "gnats," though KJV says "lice."
Other versions say mosquitoes, fleas, sand flies, maggots, or
gadflies. Even today experts are uncertain what creature is meant
here. Regardless, this plagues were becoming more serious because of
the health hazards they presented.
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-Flies [Ex. 8:20-32]
SUPERB!
Beelzebub was the lord of the flies. It was he
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who protected Egypt from the swarms which
commonly infested the country. God now was
using these fly swarms to emphasize that this
god of theirs was not a god at all. The first
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three plagues were mostly a bothersome, distasteful
inconvenience.
Here, though, the effects begin to be felt in the economy: cattle and millions of flies
don't mix.
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—Livestock [Ex. 9:1-7]
Not just cattle, but also horses, donkeys, camels, oxen, & sheep.
The KJV and American Standard Version add, ."...there shall be a
very grievous murrain" (v.9). Murrain is an antiquated umbrella
term from Middle English used to describe any deadly disease,
especially in cattle and sheep. The word's Latin root means "to die."

Contradiction: v. 9:6 says "all the livestock of the Egyptians died." But later, in 9:19 when God tells of the hail
which will soon come, he says, "Give an order now to bring your livestock...under shelter." And still later
(11:5) the Lord says he will slay "all the first-born of the cattle as well."

-Boils [Ex. 9:8-12]
Starting with the sixth plague, both the animals and the people
\j
are directly affected by physical suffering. Again, the KJV and
ASV add another word, this time in verse 9: "...and shall be a
boil breaking forth with blains upon man and upon beast..."
(ASV). A blain [from Old English] is an inflamed swelling or sore,
probably caused by bursting of the boils. In Hebrew, shcheen can mean
both boils and skin sores.
The Pharaoh's magicians could not stand in front of Moses, presumably
because of the pain from boils on the soles of their feet.

-Hail [Ex. 9:13-35]
Hail was (and is) rare in Egypt. This plague in particular shows
that God is in charge, not Pharaoh. Some grain crops (barley &
flax) would be destroyed ; some crops (wheat & spelt) would
survive.
--Locust [Ex. 10:1-20]
Any crops that were spared by the hail were wiped out by the
locust. By now, Pharaoh's advisers are pleading with him to
acquiesce.

—Darkness [Ex. 10:21-29]
{READ EX. 10:27-29}
This wasn't just night—this was "thick" and "total" darkness
for three straight days. And it hit at the heart of Egyptian
theology. Ra was the god of the sun, the supreme god, and
Pharaoh was an embodiment of Ra. Yet, they were no
match for Moses' God, who reigned supreme!

—Death of the first born is announced [Ex. 11].
(READ EX. 11:4-5}
But this is only a preview: God's execution of his Word comes in
12:29-36. It was the commemoration of this event—this "pass over"-- that
brought Jesus and his disciples
together that fateful night, some
1300 years later.
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