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God's law consists of three parts, as found in:
Chap. 20—the Ten Commandments. The basic rules of God.
Chap. 21-24:11—the Judgements.
Mostly, "If you do this, here is the penalty."
Chap. 24:12 through chap. 31—the Ordinances.

QUIZ TIME
For centuries the Ten Commandments were worked and
re-worked by Jewish rabbis, until by Jesus' time it meant having 613 separate
commandments.
• The term "Law (or Teaching) of Moses" is first found in the Book of Joshua.
[READ JOSH. 8:30-31].
• The "Book of the Covenant," the moral and legal code for God's people, is
covered in Exodus 20:22 - 23:33. [READ EXOD. 24:7].

Commandments #1-4 are about our relationship with God.

[READ DEUT. 6: 4- 6].

Jesus summarized all the Commandments in Matthew 22: 37-40.
• The word shemoh is usually translated as "hear," but in Hebrew it implies
that we must "heed, listen, and obey." However, hundreds of years after
Moses the people no longer understood this concept.
[READ ZECH 7: 8-12].

What happens to us when weas a church, or a town, or a nation-can no longer
grasp the importance of God's message?

Commandment
#1 ' ...no other gods before me."
Our word "before" is translated from the Hebrew word meaning
"upon" or "over." God calls us to undivided allegiance. Many other
nations in the ancient Near East had gods, but none of these gods
required the total commitment asked of the Hebrews.
"Whatever thy heart clings to and relies upon,
that is properly thy God."
(Martin Luther)
Make no idols or images.
The people of Moses' time—both Israelites and others—insisted
on havinR something to worship, something real and physical, like a golden
calf (Exodus 32). The problem is that the image soon becomes more than a
symbol; it becomes the actual god in the worshippers' minds.
Do you know someone who has unwittingly transferred his or her love of God into a
love of an idol?

#3

Do not take the Lord's name in vain.
Yes, it means not using His name as a profanity tag. But taking His name in
vain also means saying "God" glibly, with no genuine faith. Other ways:
• Evoking the name of God to support a lie;
• Saying that we believe in God but acting like we don't;
• Using God's name to fill "dead air" during our conversations.

Rest on the Sabbath (Sabbat = to cease).
Over time, Jewish leaders developed 39 classifications of work which were
to be avoided on the Sabbath. Jesus recognized that God's
commandment had been completely distorted. [READ MATT. 12:1-2]
We all need a day of rest from labors, and a day to reflect and worship... with
an eye turned toward God, instead of toward ourselves.

Commandments #5-10 are about our relationship with other people.
In Hebrew, #6, 7, and 8 are each given in only two words.

rrj. Honor your father and mother.
Jews typically placed family above everything but God. In the
Old Testament the word honor comes from the word meaning "to be heavy."
The words "heavy" and "honor" are linked by the ancient world's
understanding of being affluent: if someone was heavy (i.e., fat) he was
obviously rich.1
[READ EXOD. 21:15 and 17]

#6: Do not murder.
Today, the only commonly used Bibles to mention the word "kill"
here are the 1611 KJV and the ASV. The Hebrew word for kill is ratsach,
which is used 46 times in the Old Testament. Only once does it mean
simply "to kill." The NIV definition is "to dash in pieces, to kill, murder,
destroy, crush." The use of ratsach implies that it is premeditated.
Taking a life in warfare was permitted (1 Sam. 15:2-3), as was the
stoning of an adulterer (Lev. 20:10), though in Jesus we later find a more
loving and forgiving attitude, as shown in John 8. Jesus expanded this
Commandment beyond murder.
[READ MATT. 5:21 - 22]

TT / . No adultery.
This was not new. Many ancient cultures (e.g., Greeks, Romans,
Vikings) penalized adultery just as harshly as the Hebrews did, which was
execution of the adulterer, or more often, both man and woman.
Remember, all of these were male-dominated societies. "Because
of the nature of marriage, adultery was not so much evidence of moral
depravity as the violation of a husband's right to have sole sexual
possession of his wife and to have the assurance that his children were
his own."2
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No stealing.
Stealing of property was an affront to both God and society. In all
other cultures it was the king or ruler who made laws; to the Hebrews,
God was king.
This Commandment was later expanded by Jewish leaders to
include the stealing of people (Exod. 21:16) and to the withholding of
tithes and offerings meant for God (Mai. 3: 8-10).
Strangely, the penalty for robbing someone was often as bland as
simply returning the item which was stolen, paying a fine to the rightful
owner, and then making atonement with a guilt offering.3

#9

Do not bear false witness.
There was no such thing as a "crime against the state" in those
days. Judges decided cases of one individual vs. another. The declared
loser would be punished in whatever way the judge deemed fit—no
money went to court costs or the state.
A rule about bearing false witness is found in
Deut. 22:13-19. If the judge discovers that the accuser had born false
witness, the liar is to be whipped and made to pay twice the amount he
would have collected had he won.
A modern Bible scholar, William Barclay, points out that "one of
the most interesting facts about the Jewish law is that the man who
refuses to give evidence, when he has evidence to give, is condemned as
severely as the man who gives false evidence (Lev. 5:1)....The sin of
silence is as real as the sin of speech."4

#10:

Do not covet your neighbor's things.

Of all the Commandments, this may be the one we struggle with daily.
In Moses' time a person's life was lived amid very basic things and
was often spent within just a few square miles of his/her birth. Today,
our "neighbor" is anyone in this vast world. And as a result, we often
torture ourselves by comparing "us" with "them."
"When we find ourselves jealous of what life is for someone else, dreaming of how
happy we would be if we were in someone else's situation it's a dead giveaway that
we're falling into the subtle, seductive hands of covetousness."
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Verses 1-3 give laws that were intended to improve the lives of slaves.
Compared with the rest of the Near East, slavery under the Hebrews was
very lenient. This is most likely because for 400-plus years they had been slaves
themselves. The Year of Jubilee occurred every seventh year, when Hebrew (only)
slaves would be given the option to be set free. So, for them it was really an
indentured servitude. For a non-Hebrew slave the only way to freedom was:
1. if he was injured by his master (Exod. 21:26-27); or
2. if he was a captured runaway. Then he had a right to asylum
(Deut. 23:15-16).
Many slaves were a result of war booty, foreign import, or children being
born into slavery. Also, thieves who were caught but couldn't repay what they stole
could be enslaved (Exod. 22:3b). However, the basic supply source for slaves was
volunteering. A freeborn adult who found himself in deep debt could voluntarily
become a slave.
Children being sold into slavery by the parents was not an uncommon
practice in the Near East region. [READ Exod. 21:7-11], which hints at this among
the Israelites. (This law is not repeated in Deut. 15.)
Chap. 22 and 23

Rules, rules, and more rules!
Though most of these seem quaint and archaic, remember that to the
people of this time these were events which were possible, and may have been
quite common. It was a society that believed, literally, in "an eye for an eye, a tooth
for a tooth."
So, in today's world how can I benefit from knowing this stuff?
God has a concern for fairness and justice.
23:2
Don't follow the crowd in doing wrong.
23:25-27 -—Don't charge interest to one of "my people."
23:4-5

Here's "love thy neighbor as thyself" in OT action.

23:9

Don't oppress a foreigner. (You were there once yourself.)

23:10

The Sabbatical Year6 = every seventh year you are to let the
land go fallow.
•
•
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This allows the fields to renew themselves.
The poor, as well as wildlife, can glean much needed food.

See Leviticus 25:1-7 for more details on the Sabbatical Year. We are currently in such a year,
which extends from Sept. 7, 2021 thru Sept. 26, 2022. The Year of Jubilee immediately
follows.

Annual Feasts commanded by God, Exod. 20:1-19.
Three of the seven annual feasts are described in 23:14-19. All males were to make
their way to the tabernacle (later the temple in Jerusalem) to commemorate the
three times that God appeared to the people:
1. Feast of Unleavened Bread was associated with the Passover;
2. Feast of Harvest (later called the Feast of Weeks.
(Christians know this as Pentecost);
3. Feast of Ingathering (later known as the Feast of Tabernacles).
God's pep talk 23:20-33.

This covenant between God and his people is made effective. It is a reaffirmation of
God's commands and promises.
Moses reads the Book of the Covenant to the people, then councils with God on
Mount Sinai.
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