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Luke 20: Jesus answers many
questions

HPC Trinity Class January 15, 2023

Jesus7 authority is questioned. [READ 20:1-8]
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W J. \9 if I 1 Let's S6G who Jesus had to deal with. Turn to page 5.

v. 1—This wasn't simply a few Jewish leaders who just happened to be strolling by;
this appears to be an official delegation on a mission from the
Sanhedrin itself.

• This was the Great Sanhedrin, which was comprised of 71 elders, Pharisees, and
Sadducees. It acted like a Supreme Court and convened every day except during
festivals and on the Sabbath. The 23-member Lesser Sanhedrin governed the
villages.

v. 2—In the Sanhedrin's view Jesus was committing an unforgivable crime against God.
"The false prophet and he that prophesizes in the name
of a strange god" were to be strangled.1

What are "these things?"
• Cleansing of the Temple (just happened in 19:45-46)
• Forgiving sins (5:24; 7:49)
• Healing on the Sabbath (6:6-11; 13:10-17)
• And demanding total allegiance (9:23-24, 57-62; 14:26).

v.3—Jewish rabbis often answered a question with a question.

Other examples of Jesus using this counterquestion technique in Luke include
5:33-34; 6:2-3; 7:39-42; 10:25-26, et. al.

vs. 5-8—Jesus blows them off. Discussions with such biased and hostile people is
impossible. [How do we deal with people—loved ones or others—who
refuse to listen to us when we tell them of Jesus' love?]

1 Sanhedrin Mishna 11:1. This was not codified for another 100 years but the oral tradition was prevalent
in Jesus' day.



Parable of the tenants. [READ 20:9-16]
The man = God
Vineyard = Israel, especially Jerusalem
Servants = the prophets of the OT
Tenants = the current Jewish religious leaders
Son = Jesus

v. 15—The evil tenants took him out of the vineyard. Compare this with Jesus who was
crucified outside of Jerusalem.

v. 16—Judgement (70 A.D.) will fall upon the tenants, who will then be replaced by
others (Gentiles).

Some scholars believe this parable is not authentic and that it was added after the fact
by the early church. But all three Gospels tell the same tale, and most importantly,
there is no hint of resurrection in this parable. ** If the early church were to
fabricate this parable it would not have left out this most crucial aspect of
Christianity!**

[READ PSALM 118:22-24]

v. 17— "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone"...
The Greek word gonia (yuwia) can mean capstone, cornerstone, keystone, or simply a

corner. Almost all Bible versions say "cornerstone" or "head of the corner."

[READ Isaiah 30:14] then [READ LUKE 20:18]

Warning: If you reject the stone (Jesus) and do not hold true to his Gospel, expect to
experience disastrous judgement!

Paving taxes to Caesar [READ 20:20-26]
v. 22-"ls it right to pay taxes to

Caesar or not?"

v. 24--This was the dreaded poll tax
("head tax"). It was levied upon
every person twelve and older.
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v. 24—A denarius was the official Roman coinage used for paying this tax. (In Jesus'
time 16 denarii was one day's wages.) This tax was in addition to the taxes for
the Temple, property, a tax for crossing toll bridges, wealth tax, etc. And ancient
tax collectors were infamous for gouging the public, keeping any overages for
themselves. [READ LUKE 3:12-13]

id you know...
"Following the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D. the new Roman emperor Vespasian

imposed an even wider variety of taxes, including the Fiscus Judaicus (a tax for being
* Jewish), and a tax on urine if used in the process of dyeing clothes!

~^~
v. 25—"Give to Caesar what is Caesar's..." = only the tax due—no bribes, no theft.

"...and to God what is God's." = what God wants from us: faith, love, praise,
glory, and obedience.

The two are not a fair comparison: worldly vs. holy.

The questions of Resurrection and Marriage
So far in Luke's gospel the Jewish leaders have all struck out in their quest to confound

and incriminate Jesus. The Pharisees, the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders
have all failed. Now it's the Sadducees turn, and they ask a ridiculous question
about resurrection.

[READ 20:27-33]
This trick question had obviously been carefully thought out by the Sadducees.
—no brother left an heir, so none has an advantage over the other;
—the Sadducees counted on neither Jesus nor the Pharisees to answer, "All

seven equally." To do so would make a farce out of the concept of
resurrection of the dead.

Jesus' rebuttal: 1. The rules of this age {today} * the rules of the age to come.
2. Therefore, since there will be no death in the life to come there

will be no need to marry or re-marry.
3. And bearing children will not be necessary because God's

children will be those who are resurrected from the
dead.

Jesus strengthens his argument by declaring that the patriarchs— Moses, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob—are still alive but with God. Ours is not a god of the dead; he is the
living God. The Torah was the supreme authority for the Sadducees. Jesus has just



demonstrated that they have been misreading it all along. They should, instead,
realize that the resurrection of the dead is a vital part of that same Torah.2

v. 39-40—Even his staunch foes, the Scribes, complimented Jesus for his answer.

Whose Son is the Christ?
v. 41—The OT is full of the inference that the Messiah will come from king David's line.

A clear example is Isaiah 11:1-16.3
vs. 42-44— "The Lord (gdonay --or YHWH, if written^ said to my Lord (ladon?—or

master). The italicized words are in Hebrew, the language of the Psalms. The logic
here is that God (^donay) is speaking to the lord and master of David, who is Jesus
the Messiah.

And yes, in human terms, the man Jesus is David's descendant. But in
theological terms, Jesus the Messiah existed with and in his Father long before
David.

v. 42— the first word "Lord" and second word "Lord" are almost
the same. Kyrios for the Lord God, but Kvrio for a master or owner.
(Kyrios is plural but the Greeks often used the plural form when
naming their gods.)

At this time in history the use of was used mostly by well-educated citizens,

scholarly writers, and Jewish scribes, though it would still be understood by most
Jews, thanks to the Torah being in Hebrew.

ramaic (quite similar to Hebrew) was the "street language" of the people and would

have been Jesus' everyday lingo.

Also, by this time culture and language had been saturating the region for @400

years, so many spoke Greek, too. (The Septuagint, the Greek version of the Hebrew
Torah, was composed about 150 years before Jesus' time.)

Despite the presence of Roman soldiers and leaders, as a language had not yet

caught on here. Even the Roman government officials in Jerusalem conducted their
business in Greek.

vs. 45-47—Jesus gives his scathing opinion of the Sadducees.

2 Jesus limits his argument to simply the Torah because of his audience. However, clear references to the
resurrection in the OT are also found in Job 19:26; Ps 16:9-11; Isa 26:19; and Dan 12:12.

3 Also 2 Sam 7:8-16, which is the first mention in the Bible of a son of David's being Israel's deliverer
(v.12), though the tie with "Messiah" does not occur until @100 B.C. in the Psalm of Solomon in the
Apocrypha.



Beliefs
Life after death
Resurrection of Jesus
Angels & demons
Predestination
Free will (God) or
Fate (chance), see below.
God's word is contained
in both written and oral
law
Divine providence
Divine judgement
Immortal soul
Eschatological view

Pharisees
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Fate

"Fate and God are air
Yes— emphasized the

"tradition of the
elders" (oral law)

Yes
No
Yes
Yes

Sadducees*
No
No
No
No

Free will

No— only the Torah.
Literalists, very

conservative & static.
No
No
No
No

Essenes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Fate

Yes— the scrolls at
Qumran prove this.

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

*Basic rule = if it was not in the Torah the Sadducees rejected it.

Free will: Tkere is an. old rabbirxic legend tkat describes God's role in. our lives. At tke

moment of a ckild's conception tke seed of tke ckild to be is brougkt before God bij an.
arujel, wko will tken ask, "Will tkis person, be strong or weak? Wise or foolisk? Rick or
poor?" But tke angel always refrains from asking one certain, question: "Will tkis person,
be wicked or rigkteous?" Tkat question, is forbidden because suck a tkirxtj is in tke
kan-ds of tke ckild kimself.• •

will of the community. Most Jews
their austerity and their shared
different from the Sadducees;

Pharisees were gregarious and sought the good
sympathized with the Pharisees because of
hatred for the pagan rulers. They were quite
each sect detested the other.

• Began during the Maccabean Revolt @168 B.C. Their power quickly faded after
70 A.D., though remnants of their beliefs lingered for several hundred
years.

The 2nd and 1st Centuries B.C. were their golden age. But because they were
often viewed as being a mostly Jerusalem-city party, by Jesus' time their
influence was waning, and their vitality had calcified into formalism.

Elders (Gk: presbyteries)
'often mentioned in the Bible. These were older, common Jewish laymen—alwa^

men- who were selected by their local townspeople to act as wise counselors. They wen
not responsible for worship or any religious activities, though by Jesus' time they had
developed a vast body of precedents, which were used for interpreting the Law.

This is "the traditions of the elders" mentioned in MK 7:3-5 and MT 15:2.



Scribes were often Pharisees by training. Gamaliel (Acts 5:34 ff) was both a
Pharisee and a scribe.

• They were situated in towns throughout Palestine. In Jerusalem they
were highly ranked in the Sanhedrin and were second in power only to
the high priests, having more power and influence than Pharisees. That

[ was because as professional lawyers, scribes were more important.1
• They were not usually wealthy, often living only on gifts and tithes.
• "Elder" is often synonymous with both the Pharisees and scribes.

Sadducees were concentrated in the Temple in Jerusalem. They were boorish and rude to all,
according to the first century Romano-Jewish historian Josephus Flavius.2 Their only allies
were the rich and the ultra-conservatives.

• They claimed to be descendants of Zadok, the High Priest of Solomon.
God is totally removed from any activity in this world.3
By Jesus' day they were not exclusively priestly. Instead, they were identified

with well-to-do aristocrat families who had Hellenistic leanings.
Sadducees supported the status quo, were very conservative, but also
advocated a policy of tolerance and compromise. They were often
viewed as having more interest in politics than in religion.

Chief priests were almost always Sadducees.
* • They were more lenient than the Pharisees in some legal matters, and more

flexible regarding "clean" and "unclean."
• Like the Pharisees, the Sadducees were not influential until the Maccabean

Revolt. They disappeared after the Temple's destruction in 70 A.D

Essenes also stemmed from the Maccabean Revolt, but this sect intentionally segregated itself
from all others. For them solitude was considered sacred. The Essenes are not mentioned
in the Bible, though John the Baptist may have been one.

• They believed in a strict adherence to the Levitical purity laws. To their
Israeli brethren they were known as the "brothers and sisters in the
white tunic."4

They did not proselytize for new members because they could not reveal
"The Teaching" to those who were not prepared. Three years of
preparation was required before one could join this sect.

Very regimented: "Every Essene was subject to the authority of his superiors,
and his daily life was almost entirely governed by orders from above."5

1 Interpreter's, "Scribe," pg. 248.
2 Our three main non-Jewish references are Josephus, Philo, and Pliny the Elder.
3 Frenkel, "Fate."
4 Essene Spirit blog.
5 Interpreter's, "Essenes," pg 147.



Caves at Qumran held the Dead Sea
scrolls

• Their strong sense of justice led them to revive the concept of holy war.

• Communal ownership was the rule. Therefore, poverty was unknown
among them, but likewise so was wealth.

• Having slaves or servants was forbidden. The rest of Roman society,
however, could not imagine life without slaves. The Roman poet
Horace (65 B.C.-8 B.C.) implied that even a gentleman of
moderate means had to own at least ten slaves.6

• Hospitality among their own was remarkable, per Josephus.

• Marriage was to be avoided because it threatened the communal
lifestyle. Some did marry, however, and in Jerusalem one section
of town was dedicated to them. An ancient entrance to
the city was known as the "Essene gate/7

• Regarding the Sabbath, Essenes were the strictest of Jewish sects: no labor,
no food prep, no kindling of fires...even "to retire to ease themselves"
was forbidden. (Josephus)

• Essenes believed that God's promises as revealed through the OT prophets were
literally being fulfilled within their own community.
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